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Haiti is Hurting

The world’s nations and people have responded with remarkable outpouring of aid and concern.  Nobles and Daughters our help is needed.  Our vehicle for outreach in times of crisis is:

Prince Hall Shriners Foundation – 501c(3)

                                                            2239 Democrat Road – Suite #100

                                                            Memphis, TN  38132-1802

The Imperial Commandress and I are asking each Noble and Daughter to donate, at least $10, to the Victims of Haiti Relief Fund of the Foundation.  You can do so through your Temple or Court or send your check of money order directly to the Foundation.

This should not, in any way, keep you from giving as your heart tells you.  I encourage you to give as much as you can, as often as you can to your Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, House of Worship and to other organizations or foundations.  There will be no limit to the ways to assist the needs of those affected by this devastating event.  Let us pray for those lost; for those missing; for those searching for loved ones; for those searching for food and shelter; and most of all for those searching for hope.
There will be no quick fixes for the troubles of Haiti.  After the bodies are properly disposed of and the rubble of substandard buildings cleared away, the illiteracy and poverty will remain.  This is a long-term hurt laid on a long-suffering country.  Many have rushed to be the first to show that they care.  But, after the cameras are turned off and the celebrities have moved on to the next photo opportunity, we must be a part of those that stick around to help address the systemic issues that made Haiti the poorest nation in the western hemisphere – that made it a disaster area before the earthquake.

We will, therefore, take a moment to determine how we can best leverage the impact of our donation for the ongoing benefit of the Haitian people, and not about who’s the lead dog or the big dog.  So let me promise you a few things.

1. Ours will not be the first or the last donation

2. Ours will not be the largest of the smallest donation

3. Ours will be a well reasoned and finely targeted donation

The “Power of Giving” is the power of “Giving Right”.  Nobles and Daughters, this is going to be a heavy lift, but if we all lift together, the load will be lighter.

God Bless You All and Stay Safe

Oliver Washington, Jr.
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